Amhara Association of Oregon
1924 SE 171" Avenue,

Portland, Oregon 97233
Phone: 971-429-8801

Email: oregonamhara@gmail.com

November 18, 2023

The Honorable Ben Cardin

LS. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations
423 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510-6225

Dear Chairman Cardin,

Subject: Urgent Call for U.S. Intervention to Address the Humanitarian Crisis in the Amhara Region of
Etl'n'opia

On behalf of the Amhara Association of Oregon, 1 am writing to express our profound concern regarding
the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the Amhara region of Ethiopia. The severity of the situation necessitates
urgent attention and action from the international community, with the United States p]aying a pivota]
role as a champion of human rights and global justice.

The Ethiopian military's actions in the Amhara region have led to widespread suffering. Indiscriminate
shelling of villages and cities, along with drone strikes, have resulted in numerous civilian casualties.
Internet services have been completely shut down, isolating the region from the rest of the world. Vital
health infrastructure and educational facilities have been destroyed, disrupting essential health services
and leaving millions without access to education. The destruction also extends to hig}ler education
institutions, severe]y impacting the region's future prospects.

The crisis is further compounded by reports of egregious human rights violations, including the systematic
sexual violence perpetrated by soldiers against women and girls. These acts of brutality not only violate

human rights but also leave ]asting scars on the affected individuals and communities.

Furthermore, the conflict has caused signiﬁcant damage to the Lalibela rock-hewn churches, a UN
World Heritage site of immense cultural and historical importance. The damage of thes
monuments is tragedy not only for Ethiopia but for the entire world, representing an 1rrep|

cultural herita ge.

We, therefore, urge the 11.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee to:

1. Strong]y condemn the Et]ﬂoplan ml]ltary s actions in the Amhara T
halt to the hostilities.



2. Encourage the U.S. Government to exert dip]omatic pressure on the Ethiopian government to
withdraw its mi]itary forces.

3. Call for sanctions or other measures against those responsib]e for human r'ig]'lts abuses in the
Ambhara region.

4. Facilitate international humanitarian aid to the region, ensuring unimpeded access to those in
need.

5. Advocate for an independent international investigation into the human rig]'lts abuses to ensure
accountabi[ity and justice.

6. Support initiatives to protect and restore damaged cultural sites, particu]ar]y the Lalibela rock-
hewn churches.

As a community deep]y connected to the Amhara region, we look to the United States to lead in addressing

this crisis. Your action can he]p alleviate the suFFer'ing of countless individuals and preserve the rich cultural

heritage of the region.

Thank you 'FOT‘ consider'ing our r'equest. We eageriy await your response and t}'le measures you \N‘I"

imp]ement in response to this humanitarian emergency.

Sincerely,

Té//l/Q & A,

Sileshi W Rufael

President, Amhara Association of Oregon

CC: Senator Jeff Merkley
Senator Ron Wyden



